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He then, without giving any* indication that the
interview was at an end, took up a document on which
the word "Memorandum" was written, made a few
corrections in it, had Sachse called and gave him in-
structions to " have that copied in the same hand/*

He then turned to me again, asked me to read over
the last sentence he had dictated, and said : "That will
be enough. Do you wish to know anything further ? "

I: " What does your Serene Highness think of the
result of the elections in England ? "

He : " The matter is not one of importance for us.
The Russians, however, expect a great deal from it. But
the Liberals must in general follow the same lines as
Beaconsfield. That is always the case here too. If
the National Liberals were to come into office, they
would find that affairs could not be carried on as they

imagine."

I: " It is just the same with Crown Princes. They
almost always hold different views to the reigning
sovereign, or act as if they did. They are for the most
part Liberal, and yet when they themselves assume re-
sponsibility they must follow the same course as their pre-
decessors. I say they act in that way, as doubtless the
difference is often only apparent. It seems to me that
modern Princes have no self-reliance, no real belief in
themselves, and feel dependent upon public opinion, or
the party doctrines which pass themselves off as public
opinion. Our dynasties consider it necessary to win
the sympathies of all parties, and therefore Crown
Princes take credit to themselves for being of a different
political or religious opinion to the reigning sovereign,
Liberal when he is Conservative, or very advanced when
he is only a moderate Liberal. When they ascend the
throne and have to assume the responsibility of their